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Editor  
 You will be pleased  that Brexit has had no effect at all on the 
Bratton News! It is bigger than ever, thanks to all our advertisers 
and contributors. Kris has a lot to say about her wonderful 
sunflower cover, so over to her!                                             Lesley   

Editor Lesley McLean 13, Church Close 710115 

Artwork  Kris Lindo South View 710690 

Distribution  Monica Roberts Sentry House 710692 

Treasurer Monica Roberts Sentry House 710692 

Advertising Charles Payne Tawside 710493 

Articles to: Lesley, the Outreach Post Office; the Shop  

or e-mail lesmclean1@hotmail.co.uk  

All articles are subject to editorial control  

The Cover 

I absolutely adore sunflowers and every year I attempt to grow them, 

starting in March. Despite being apparently the easiest of plants to grow, 

you have to keep a strict eye on them when they are small and outside, as 

the dreaded slug and snail population makes a beeline for them. However, 

once they start to become a bit hairy and unpalatable to the beasts, the 

plants are usually ok. Helianthus (Sun Flower) follow the movement of 

the sun across the sky from east to west once the heads are formed. The 

seed oil is rich in minerals such as calcium and iron and is used for 

cooking, painting, animal feed and bio-diesel. The sunflower is a fast 

growing plant which can grow up to 12 feet plus, depending on the type. 

On the head there is a spiral formation of seeds, black or striped, and 

these can be used for oil and food for birds, squirrels and humans. This 

year has not been the sunniest, but the sunflowers are in the garden and 

are wonderful ï just a bit more sun please. 

If you want to show one of your pictures on the front cover of the BFN, I 

would be glad to hear from you.                                                         Kris  

DEADLINE FOR NEXT EDITION DEC 18th 
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Northern Devon Foodbank   
There are two Collection boxes; one in the Parish Church and one 

in the Village Stores. Tinned and packet food very welcome and 
taken regularly to Barnstaple Branch  

News from St. Peterõs Church, Bratton Fleming, Summer 2016 

We were really happy to take part again in the wonderful Bratton 

festival with zip -wiring teddies from the tower and displaying 

competition entries. The flower festival contained some wonderful 

displays, and we were pleased to be able to display the banner 

the school had made in celebration of the Queenõs birthday.  

Congratulations to local couples Louise and Ian, James and Katy, 

and Richard and Leah married this summer in the church here and 

at Challacombe. We are looking forward to the visit of the Bishop 

of Crediton, Bishop Sarah, for our confirmation service on 9 th 

September.  

Our Messy Church continues to go very well, enjoyed by many 

local families. These are held on the 3 rd Sunday of each month at 

3.45 ð 5.30pm, all welcome. Monday lunches are growing in 

popularity, and last month served 15 meals in the Wesley Suite at 

the back of church. Welcoming Wednesday is also a great place 

to catch up with friends and enjoy cake and refreshments.  

I canõt list all that our church does but want to re-iterate that we 

are here for you. If you or a family member would appreciate a 

friendly visit from someone from our pastoral care team, please let 

me know.  

The church is open for quiet reflection and prayer every day, and 

currently a refugee prayer walk can be found in the church to help 

us focus on the needs of these vulnerable people. A rural life 

exhibition is to be held in church at the end of October.  

We are so grateful for all the support that the church receives from 

this community and we look forward to seeing many of you for our 

Harvest, Remembrance and Christmas services (and any time 

between!).                                                                          Rev Rosie 
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M. J. Boucher 
Dip. Hort.  

LANDSCAPE DESIGN  

CONSTRUCTION & 

GARDEN MAINTENANCE  

Newton Tracey, Barnstaple, Devon  

Tel: 01769 561072  

Mobile: 07887 566 676  
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GRAVE MAINTENANCE  

In St. Peterôs Churchyard. 

Would you like a grave kept trimmed  

  and tidy throughout the year? 

If so contact Terry Shapland 

on 01598 710518 

Caller Financial Solutions Ltd  
Professional Ethical Competent  

Wills, Making Legacies & Will Trusts 

Lasting Powers of Attorney Arranging your Affairs 

Estate and Asset Preservation Planning Inheritance 

Tax Planning Advance Decisions (Living Wills) 

Business Succession Planning Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

Document Storage & Will Registry  

A member of the Institute of Professional Willwriters  

Contact: Paul Caller (Dip PFA, MIPW) 
Tele/Fax: 01598 710282   E: paulcaller@visionifp.co.uk  

Mobile: 07526 730266    W: www.visionifp.co.uk  

Devon     

Wildlife trust  

Barbara Fryer     bfryer@devonwildlifetrust.org  

Membership Recruiter    mobile 07966 502093 

Protecting Wildlife  

For the future  

 

mailto:paulcaller@visionifp.co.uk
http://www.visionifp.co.uk
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Friendly & understandable assistance  

Broadband set-up ð- Internet advice  

e-mail problems resolved ðViruses, Trojans & others removed  

Networks  

Data recovery ð New Discs, CD/DVD writers, modems etc.  

All at competitive prices  

John Smallridge  01598 752549 

Computer Repairs  
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Dear Friends  

On our return from holiday friends asked us if it went well ð the reply 

was  òperfect!ó. Given that we camp and sleep on the ground this might 

be stretching the truth é.. ! There is of course no such thing as a perfect 

day (despite the song of the same name).  Perfection in any part of life is 

impossible to attain. Mathematicians talk of a perfect formula and we can 

see perfection in symmetry ð  but it isn't real life, is it? A better example 

of how life can be, is represented by the Navajo Amerindian rug with 

their complex patterns. There is always an imperfection woven into a 

corner. For them it is where òthe spirit moves in and out of the rugó. 

The pattern appears perfect and yet there is a deliberate mistake. 

Perfection is not the elimination of imperfection, rather it is the ability to 

co-exist with imperfection. Without getting into a debate over whether a 

rug can have a touch of God's spirit or not ð it does help us to see that 

trying for perfection is at best hopeless and at worst makes us into 

òcontrol freaks.ó We see imperfection in our lives and that of the world 

around us.  As a Christian I try to accept my own imperfections and to 

have the grace to accept the same in those around me.  

For me this is grounded in a trust in God and a hope that despite the 

imperfections in my life, God accepts me as I am. I hope we can accept 
each other in the same way, whether we are people of faith or none.  

Rev Robert Manning  

Ignite!  Youth club at Bratton Fleming Baptist Church  

for 10-16 year olds.  
Meeting fortnightly on a Wednesday evening 7:30- 8:45 pm.  

PS4, Wii, Football, Sweets, Table Tennis, Pool, Volleyball.  
Please come along!  

WELCOMING WEDNESDAY  

 Come along on the last Wednesday of the month 
and meet up with old friends and new in the Wesley 

Suite anytime between 2.30 -  4 p.m.  Relax 
and  enjoy tea, coffee and home made cakes.  

If you require a lift to and from the venue please 
ring Gill on 710 454.  
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Serving the community for over 200 years  

For all your legal requirements é 

* Buying and Selling Residential & Commercial 

property  
* Wills & Powers of Attorney  
* Probate, Administration of estates and trusts  
* Agricultural & Commercial property specialists  
* Business Advice and Contract matters  
* Litigation, Disputes and Court proceedings  
* Debt Collection  
* Divorce & Family matters  
* Landlord & Tenant  

We are open 9.00 am to 5.30 pm  

Monday to Friday  

Contact us for advice from 

our specialist solicitors  
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Penned after the murder of Jo Cox MP: 
(Sung to the tune of 'The Church's One Foundation'.) 

 

O God of all salvation 
In this, our darkest hour, 
Look down at your creation 
With pity and with power. 
In all the pain we're seeing, 
For parent, partner, friend, 
We'll cling with all our being  
To love that cannot end. 
 
O God, your loving passion 
Is deeper than our pain, 
Look down, and in compassion 
Bring us to life again. 
When we are found despairing, 
When all seems lost to sin, 
We'll hear your voice declaring 
That love alone will win. 
 
O God, when hate grows stronger,  
With fear to pave its way, 
The cry, 'Lord, how much longer?' 
With broken hearts we pray. 
In all that is dismaying 
In humankind's freewill, 
We'll join our voices, praying 
That love will triumph still. 
 
O God, whose love will never 
Be silenced, stalled or stilled, 
Set us to work wherever 
There're bridges to rebuild. 
We'll take our life's vocation 
To make, like heav'n above, 
In this and every nation 
A kingdom built on love.                               
 

(c) Ally Barrett 2016 
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CRYPKWYK PUZZLES BY PEPOSTEROUS .  
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.    CRYP CLUES 

1.They are given by fraudulent meetings, we hear.(11)  

2.Nothing For Direct Debit. That's strange.(3)  

3.Get together for short prayer.(7).  

4.Plea for help frequently seen as very weak.(2,4.)  

5.Sounds as if I possessed a garden tool in some state.(5). 

6.Nit made no Assembly when put forward.(9).  

7.Clan delight to get together for such a procession.(11).  

8.Endorse indicator seen by the till.(11).  

9. A sun dial a collective provided for part of Spain.(9).  

10. Heirloom provided low return.(3).  

11. Useless layabout? Queen gets a buzz out of him.(5). 

12. Shop from which a man will emerge healthier? (9)  

13.Disapprove of no backing for a creased brow.(5,2.)  

14. Nit. Yet complete in himself.(6)  

15. Not much of a clue.(6).  

16. He can't believe it.(7).  

17. You'll get this in the neck.(6).  

18.It's stupid putting a fool in charge.(7).  

19. High clerics end up in such quarrels.(5).  

20. Slowly disappears as East is surrounded by one day wonders..(5) 

21. Nuts are found under it.(3).  

22. Discovered fish wanted by no -one.(9).  

23. One about to show anger.(3).  

24) Downcast as the summit has collapsed. (11) 

1. Opposes an opinion.(11). 

2.Ancient.(3)  

3.Mighty cascade of water.(7).  

4.Ground suitable for planting.(6).  

5.Lifeless.(5).  

6.Traps rein.(anag) (9)  

7.Solid and massive.(11). 

8.Worthy of attention.(11).  

9.Assume a task.(9). 

10.Beard of Barley.(3)  

11. Submerge in liquid.5).  

12.Emphasise a written statement.(9)  

13. I'll think it over.(4,3.)  

14.Checks firms accounts.(6).  

15. Fairy.(6).  

16.Gave promise of support.(7).  

17.Ask someone to come in.(6) 

18, Stretch of land. (7).  

19. Discuss.(6). 

20.Forcefully apply pressure.(5).  

21.French friend.(3).  

22. Sinking.(5,4).  

23. Possess.(3). 

24.Interminable.(11).  

KWYK CLUES. 
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 Qualified Electrician with over 15 

years experience    

Fuse board/ Consumer Unit Upgrades 

Fault Finding & Repairs 

Re-Wires 

New Builds & Extensions 

Periodic Inspection, Testing & Reporting 

Appliance Installation ς Cooker, Showers Etc. 

Free Estimates  

TEL: 01598 710731   MOB: 07920263191  

EMAIL: Info@exmoorelectrics.co.uk  
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N. KINGDON 
2, YELLAND COTTAGE, CHALLACOMBE ,EX31 4TU 

AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

*SERVICING : ALL MAKES OF TRACTOR ,(excellent knowledge of MF) 

MACHINERY & QUAD BIKES   

*REPAIRS: Both mechanical & fabrication 

call Nigel on 01598 763670 mobile 07929211658 

DARRIN DREW 

DULUX APPROVED PAINTER AND DECORATOR, GENERAL BUILDER 

UPVC WINDOWS, DOORS, GUTTERS AND FACIAS FITTED 

FIBRE GLASS AND SLATE ROOFING  

NEW KITCHENS AND BATHROOMS   FITTED 

FULLY INSURED      HIGH STANDARD OF WORK 

Contact Darrin for a free competitive quote  

01598 711885  
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CLEAR VISION. BESPOKE ADVICE for my  CLIENTS.  

. Independent Financial Advice . Savings & Investments  

. Pension & Retirement Planning  

. Investment & Portfolio Management. Will Writing  

. Inheritance Tax & Estate Planning  

. Mortgage Protection . Personal & Business Protection  

For a full range of professional financial solutions from 

the best the whole market has to offer;  

 call me, Paul Caller (Dip PFA) on tel. 01598 710282 

or mobile 07526 730266.  

I offer a free no -obligation first meeting  

Caller Financial Solutions Ltd is an appointed representative of Vision Independent Financial Planning Ltd who are Authorised and Regulated by the Financial 

Conduct Authority (FCA). Firm reference number 487395. This can be verified by visiting The Financial Services Register  

 Self Catering Holiday Accommodation  
 

Our gorgeous Holiday Cottage and Holiday Barn are nestled within 53 acres of south facing parkland.  
 

Love North Devon is complimented by the carefully managed organic grasslands ancient woodlands,  
wildflower meadows, a fresh water fishing lake and magical views of the valley.  

You can stay for a Self Catering Holiday or Short Break,  

Our turn over days are Monday and Friday. Our holidays are available all year round  
 

Please contact Mrs Amanda Budd 
Love North Devon, Down Farm, Little Bray,  

Brayford EX32 7QQ 

01598 711999  
www.lovenorthdevon.com  

Love  
N O R T H DEVON 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=qcv7sAIEjXPcDM&tbnid=UrhaBDneGrIq0M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.5starweekendbreaks.com%2F&ei=eSbVUqS1OuaK0AXz84H4Dg&bvm=bv.59378465,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNEcgO2bKT-5n
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=qcv7sAIEjXPcDM&tbnid=UrhaBDneGrIq0M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.5starweekendbreaks.com%2F&ei=eSbVUqS1OuaK0AXz84H4Dg&bvm=bv.59378465,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNEcgO2bKT-5n
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01271 858677 
SUPPLIER OF HOME HEATING OIL.  

LOCAL INDEPENDENT SUPPLIER.  

Family Run Business  

RAINFALL 
The rainfall in Bratton Fleming during the months of May, June and July 2016 
together with the averages for those months since 1992 has been as follows: 
May.    66.00  mm   2.60 ins     Average   99.8   mm    3.93 ins  
June    152.5  mm   6.00 ins     Average   94.39   mm  3.71 ins  
July      71.50  mm   2.82 ins     Average   116.84 mm  4.60 ins 
 
The variations in rainfall during these particular months since 1992 have been: 
May varied from  30.23 mm (1.19 ins) in 1998  to 200.0 mm.(7.87ins) in 2006  
June varied from  33.02 mm (1.30 ins) in  1992 to 241.8 mm.(9.5 ins) in 2012 
July   varied from  27.69 mm (1.09 ins) in  1999 to 279.0 mm (10.9 ins) in 2009 
 
Once again we are faced with the fact that our climate is changing, with the 
rainfall in May and July being considerably less than average whilst June was 
virtually double. This change makes forecasting long distances impossible but 
logic tells me to expect a reasonably fine Autumn.  This is not a forecast, this is 
HOPE!  It is nice to enjoy a joke with you again!                       Bill Brock 
                                                                                                   Petersfield 710700 
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QUIZ NIGHT 

October 1st 7.30pm 

The Village Hall 

All Welcome 

In aid of Village Hall 

Funds 

BRATTON FLEMING RELIEF IN 
NEED CHARITY  

 
The purpose of the Charity is to 
give financial support to any 
parishioner who may be 
experiencing difficulties or 
hardship for whatever reason.  
Every request is looked at 
sympathetically and in the 
strictest confidence and help 
will be given if at all possible.  
Parishioners can contact any of 
the Trustees listed in the 
òWhat*WhereóWhen* section of 
this magazine. 
 

WE ARE HERE TO HELP 

Arthur Ridd-Jones (sec.) 

WHAT? 

WHEN?  

WHERE?  

WHY? 

WHO? 
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WOODLAND 
The new bridge by the stepping stones is now in place and ground 
has been cleared and slabs put in front of the Hide. Thanks to 
Mike Heywood and Anthony Symons. 
We now need some help (volunteers) to trim the path from the 
allotments to the wooden bridge and other places where 
brambles etc. need cutting back. Plus many other òtop upó jobs, 
pond cleaning etc.  
If you can help in any way please give me a ring.  

Terry Shapland 710518 

  BRATTON BUZZARDS  

Short Mat Bowls 

We meet every Tuesday evening 7pm to 9pm  

and Wednesday afternoons 2pm to 4pm   

COME AND JOIN US 
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Bratton Fleming Festival 2016 - Beautiful Bratton 
Competition  

 
Thank you and congratulations to all our entries.  

  
Despite the difficult growing conditions this year (and especially the 
recent monsoon rains) our judges were really impressed with the 
entries and the passion, creativity and sheer hard work that was 
evident in them all.  
At the end of a very wet morning ð and a busy, stimulating and very 
enjoyable day of judging - all the results were collated and 
moderated to ensure a consistent standard across all classes. 
A very big thank you to all our judges and especially to our external 
Guest Judge Sue Hoyle ð a very experienced Britain in Bloom Judge, 
visiting us all the way from Yorkshire ð and to Sue Denham and Linda 
Martin who judged Class 5 ð The Childrenõs Novelty on the theme of 
ôOur Queenõ.  The only entrant in this yearõs competition to achieve 
the coveted PLATINUM level AWARD was Rosa Williams (aged 7 years) 
who achieved an astounding 98%. 
Entrant           Class      Award 
Standard      

 
Bratton Fleming      Class 4.  Business/Community  BRONZE 
Baptist Church               Premises 
Linda Bulled         Class 6.  Allotments    SILVER 
Helen Shepheard      Class 1. Small Containers  SILVER-GILT 
Carder Technology &     Class 4. Business/Community SILVER-GILT 
Diametrica @     Premises 
Grange Hill 
Industrial Estate  
Helen Shepheard      Class 6. Allotments    SILVER-GILT 
Chris. & John Blake         Class 6. Allotments   GOLD 
Peter & Annie Freeman     Class 3. Home & Garden GOLD 
Helen Shepheard      Class 3. Home & Garden   GOLD 
Bratton Fleming       Class 4.  Business/Community  GOLD 
Village Stores             Premises     
Rosa Williams      Class 5. Childrenõs Novelty PLATINUM 
    on the theme ofOur Queen.õ 
 

Organiser:  Annie Freeman  27 th  June, 2016.  
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QUALITY 4* BED AND BREAKFAST 

 

BED AND BREAKFAST 

We now have four award winning en -suite double bedrooms (one can be 
a twin) which are available throughout the year for bed and breakfast 
in a delightful setting in about 7 acres of grounds on the edge of the 

village.  

For further information, please call Guy or Sue on 01598 711810  

www.brackenhouse.co.uk  
 

INTIMATE SMALL WEDDINGS 
 

As from the 1st January 2016, we are now a Licensed Wedding Venue for 
up to a maximum of 20 guests.  There are three licensed locations 

within the house where the ceremony can be held.  

Please call us for further information on 01598 711810  

www.brackenhouseweddings.co.uk 

 

Bracken House, Bratton Fleming, Barnstaple, ex31 4tg 

http://www.brackenhouse.co.uk/
http://www.brackenhouseweddings.co.uk/
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HISTORY GROUP 2016 PROGRAMME 
 

We meet 2 nd Thursday  of the month at 7.30pm  in the Village Hall.  
September 8 th  
ôFire in the Bellyõ - the suffragette story in North Devon.  
A presentation  by Pam Vass, author, who has written several books 
based in North Devon. Presentation will include a reference to 
Christine Woodhouse who lived in Bratton Fleming.  
October 13 th  
ôThe Historic Environment Recordõ - an overview and current work.  
 A presentation by Shirley Blaylock, Conservation Officer for Exmoor 
National Park.  
November 10 th  
ôRecent Archaeological Work on Exmoorõ. 
A presentation by Rob Wilson-North, Conservation Manager for Exmoor 
National Park.  
December 8 th  
ôThe Lynton and Barnstaple Railwayõ. 
A presentation by David Tooke from the L and B Railway, supporter/
publiciser.  
 

Contact:   lizzie.bethune@gmail.com                          01598 710709  

BRATTON FLEMING CHRISTMAS FAIR  2016 
 

THURSDAY 1st DECEMBER  

AT THE VILLAGE HALL. 

6:30pm ñ 9pm  
 

STALLS  AVAILABLE. £10 SIZE 6 FT X 2FT 

PLEASE CONTACT: TRACEY TAPP,14 FAIRFIELD, BRATTON 

FLEMING, 01598 710436 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: LIGHTING PLEASE BRING 

LOTS OF FAIRY LIGHTS TO DECORATE YOUR STALL.  

THANK YOU . 

mailto:lizzie.bethune@gmail.com
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ROOFING 
QUALIFIED LOCAL ROOFING SPECIALIST  

OVER 16 YRS EXPERIENCE  

SLATE & TILE ROOFING, GRP FLAT ROOFING   

CHIMNEY REPAIRS, LEADWORK                                                                    

Chris: 01598-752608  Mobile: 07751 026 258    

email: cjpeacockroofing@gmail.com 

RECYCLING 
From 22 August 2016, North Devon Council is increasing the variety of items it 

can collect from the weekly recycling collections.  All types of batteries are 

accepted, except car batteries, as well as small waste electrical and electronic 

equipment (WEEE). This includes: 

* Small kitchen appliances (such as kettles, toasters, irons) 

* Hairdryers, straighteners and clippers 

* Clocks, watches, calculators and torches 

* Remote controls, laptops, mobile phones, cameras 

* Small flat screen TVs and monitors 

* Radios, CD players and MP3 players 

* Small electronic toys (such as remote control cars) 

* Small power tools, smoke detectors 

* Household batteries, but not car batteries. 

* All items should be no larger than a carrier bag. If households want a 

second recycling box, they can request one from North Devon Council. 
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Swifts 

I remember, as a boy, lying in bed and looking at the 

window to watch swifts diving steeply from their nests in 

the roof. As their speed increased they were able to rise 

and then fly around catching the insects on which they fed 

themselves and their young. 

Swifts spend their lives in flight even sleeping on the wing. 

They only cease to fly when nesting. If ever a swift is forced 

to the ground it is unable to go anywhere. Its legs are 

short and its wings are long and it is unable to take off, 

without help, if it is forced to the ground.  

They fly from Africa to U. K to make use of regular nesting 

sites. Here, in Bratton when I came fifty years ago, swifts 

nested every year in the Methodist Chapel and the Village 

Hall. After the Methodist Chapel was converted to a 

dwelling they were no longer able to access nesting sites 

in the roof. They continue to nest in the Village Hall and an 

attempt was made to provide extra sites. Swift nest boxes 

were obtained and fixed on the Village hall and the school. 

Sparrows have appreciated these for nesting but swifts 

have shown no interest. It is only a small number in the 

Village Hall but if you look up when passing there they can 

be seen. Hopefully numbers may increase . They are social 

and like to form groups and then they can have a 

screaming party. I don't know that they regarded the 

banner on the hall a welcome but it didn't, drive them 

away. 

Since Oct.1st 2006 all parishes have a DUTY to look after 

its wildlife so I do hope that we shall make these visitors 

welcome.                           Ray Steele. Parish Tree Warden 
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M & A Services 

 ôHome and Gardenõ 

Female and male team, Garden work undertaken, 

Painting and Decorating, Odd jobs, Deliveries, Pickups 

CALL  on  01598 710864  
Friendly and Reliable, All work fully 

insured, Reasonable Rates, Free estimates 

Mandy 07780 952434                     

Andy  07748 260230  
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PILATES  
Bratton Fleming Village Hall  

Monday 7pm 
All ages & abilities welcome.  
Bring a drink and mat if you have 
one. Wear loose fitting clothing.  
Very gentle, flowing exercise where 
we all work at our own pace. 
Excellent for those with back, hip, 
knee or related mobility problems.   
Taught by a well qualified & 
experienced tutor.  
 

For more details ring Valerie on 01271 343944  
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Book Keeping Services  

Hate paperwork? Need help with your book keeping or 

VAT returns?  I can provide a cost effective service for 

sole traders, partnerships and small businesses in 

Bratton Fleming, Challacombe and the surrounding 

areas. I have over 15 years experience working within an 

accountancy practice and having recently moved to 

Bratton Fleming, I am now looking for new clients in the 

local area. Please contact Sarah for more details on 

01598 763711 or email sarah.veen@btinternet.com. 

Did you know the local NHS has a Patient Advice and Complaints 

Team?  

NHS Northern, Eastern and Western Devon Clinical Commissioning 
Group (NHS NEW Devon CCG) patient advice and complaints team is 
a service to provide patients, carers, family members, the public and 
staff with help, advice and support with concerns or comments relating 
to NHS services. 
 
The team provides free and confidential help to investigate and resolve 
problems as they happen and aim to do this as quickly as possible. 
They can also organise in depth investigations of any problems relating 
to healthcare across a number of different services.  
 
Hearing from patients helps us to make improvements and gives us 
early warnings of system problems. It is very important for the CCG to 
hear when things are going wrong. 

You can contact us on the phone on 01392 267665, or 0300 123 1672  

Or text us at 07789 741099 

Or email   pals.devon@nhs.net  

http://devonccg.newsweaver.com/1dma6mnm79ptpybl0qpdfx?email=true&a=1&p=730850&t=289800
http://devonccg.newsweaver.com/1dma6mnm79ptpybl0qpdfx?email=true&a=1&p=730850&t=289800
mailto:pals.devon@nhs.net%20%0b%0b
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ALLOTMENT NEWS 
I was lucky enough to acquire an allotment this Spring at Haxton Lane. My 

sister and brother-in-law were also very keen so it became a joint 

enterprise which was splendid. After clearing and preparing the ground 

we planted lots of seeds which mostly grew. There were a lot of raspberry 

bushes dotted around so we moved them and made a fruit area. We had 

lots of advice from other allotment holders which was immensely useful. 

Over the season we have managed to harvest a variety of fruit and 

vegetables which was  brilliant. As I write this in August there is still a lot 

of produce still growing.  

 The generosity of the allotment holders is also very heart-warming when 

they offer their excess produce to avoid wastage. Our main contribution 

are some of our cabbages as we planted far too many seeds. We will know 

more next year as to what and what not to plant. 

It is very interesting and social and it is lovely to chat to all the other 

allotment holders as well as the walkers and dog walkers passing by. 

The "Beautiful Bratton Competition" included allotments as one of the 

categories this year and I entered. I won "silver" which was splendid, but it 

was actually third out of three or "last" as the little girl next door called it. 

I was very pleased though and the framed certificate was very lovely to 

receive. 

I think it would be interesting if new or experienced allotment holders 

could send in any news, photographs or gardening tips so that we could 

learn about or improve our plots over the winter in preparation for next 

year.                                                                                                                 Linda 

1 2 3 4 



31 

 

9 10 

8 

5 

7 

6 



32 

 

OUTREACH    POST OFFICE  

Behind the Baptist Church  

 
Opening hours:  

Monday.....9.15amñ12.15pm       

Tuesdayé... 9.15amñ1.15pm  

Wed and Fri ....1.15pm ñ4.15pm* 

*This is now permanent 

Bratton Fleming Gardening Club 

We held our 17th Summer Show on Saturday 10th  July  and the 

following are the winning results.  

Entries were up on last year.  

The Autumn Show, on 10th September, will be our 50th show since the 
club's formation in 1998. The show schedule will include special classes. 
All residents of Bratton Fleming can enter. If you do not automatically 
receive a schedule and would like one please contact Brian Williams on 

710452. 

  1st 2nd 3rd 

Penny Armitage 6 2 6 

Ray Bawden 3 9 6 
Lizzie Bethune 2 0 0 

Molly Brown 2 0 0 

Josh Brown 2 0 0 

Daphne Dallyn 4 2 1 

Norman Dallyn 0 3 0 

Joyce Hammond 0 1 0 

Jill Jewell  8 8 7 

Sue Maxfield 5 11 4 

Cynthia Moore 1 0 1 

Linda Shapland 4 3 1 

Tracey Tapp 2 0 1 

Claire Thompson 8 8 3 

Maureen Tucker 5 4 2 

Elsie Willmetts  7 4 5 
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Garden club notes.  

Saturday 28
th
 May was a lovely sunny day for the visit to Atlantic 

Botanic Nursery who specialise in coastal plants, design and 
landscaping. An amazing selection of healthy plants including fruit 
trees did justice to the enthusiasm and expertise of the young 
Atlantic Botanic residents. Long may they continue.                                                            
The Club visit on 25

th
 June to Little Webbery was a delight. After a 

warm welcome by Mr & Mrs Yewdall we were treated to 3 acres of 
well tended gardens with trees, ponds, roses, vegetables and a riot 
of flowers before tea and cakes.  
Our village garden safari took place on a sunny Saturday, 30th 
July. The first garden was Helen's - ponds, water features, trees, 
shrubs, pergola, seating areas, you name it ... It was a treasure 
trove of delights divided into different and separate areas, in a 
relatively small space, all set off by some wonderful ceramic 
creations of the owner's making.  
The second garden was Alan's - 'the Fuchsia Man'. It was packed 
with hundreds of varieties in every combination of colour, form and 
hardiness. There were certainly many to admire and fortunately, 
many were for sale, though it was hard to make a choice with so 
many varieties all together in one place. 
Our last visit was to Tina and John's, which included banks of 
shrubs, extensive lawn and a large gravel garden with many and 
varied low growing plants and shrubs in pots, all set off by a 
wonderful view down the valley. They also hosted our afternoon 
refreshments, tea and cakes served outside on beautifully laid 
tables. Many thanks to Tina and her neighbours for providing this 
very pleasant ending to our afternoon. Donations given will go to 
Sense UK a charity for deafblind children.  
Saturday 10

th
 September The Autumn Show, the fiftieth show since 

the club was formed in 1998. 
Thursday 22

nd
 September the evening talk is óGertrude Jekyll, her 

plants and designsô a presentation by David Usher who spent 18 
years as Head Gardener at Hestercombe. 
Thursday 27

th
 October the subject is óRaising Cacti and Succulentsô 

by Ralph Northcott from the Mail order Shop óThe Cactus Shopô. 
Thursday 24

th
 November speaker still to be arranged but the 

meeting will include Christmassy refreshments. 
For more details of any of these events contact Lizzie on 710709. 
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90th Birthday Street Party  
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FESTIVAL 

Once again, the Festival was a great success. Linda and I would like to 

thank Nicky Rock and the Committee for giving us the honour to be 

Judges. We both know from past experience the amount of hard work 

that goes into organising and running the day takes. It was nice to be on 

the other end for a change. It was like old times to see so many 

children and adults in Fancy Dress, cars for the Princess and Attendants 

and a Mounted Marshall leading the Parade through the village and 

stalls outside the village hall and school, the zip wire and flowers in the 

church, and teas in the village hall.  

We both enjoyed the day and hope it will continue for many years to 

come. Well done and thank you to everyone that took part in any way.  

Terry and Linda Shapland.  


